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Piano Quintet
WILLIAM BOLCOIM

Philip Setzer, first violin
Isaac Stern, second violin
Lany Dutton, viola
Dave Finckel, cello
Jonathan Biss, piano

I've known Isaac Stern tangentially for many years; one day he called me to discuss the
Fortas commission, a chamber piece mvolving him, other players, and the young pianist
Jonathan Biss. I had never heard Biss play, but was sent a CD of a 92nd St. Y concert in
New York; here was a pianist displaying maturity of execution and interpretation beyond
his 19 years, and 1t seemed a good opportunity to attempt a piano quintet (which I had
never done) for the occasion. Each chamber music formation has its own particular
historical atmosphere, that of the string quartet being of course the best known. A
composer can choose to ignore these legacies or mvoke them; I've done both on different
occasions, but here I wanted to recall the great Schumann and Brahms tradition-of course
with 1mportant differences. The Sonata Movement has some of the legacy and
atmosphere of my spiritual models. Larghetto alternates a lyrical first section with scherzo-
like music, ending in a will-o-the-wisp pianistic disappearance. The short mtroduction to
the last movement, Lamentation, leads to a Rondo Furioso, headlong and mexorable; the
Rondo centers on a musical motive borrowed from my 1969 opera for actors, Greatshot,

its mood 1s of a terribly speeded-up samba gone berserk
- Willham Bolcolm
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Violin IT PIANO QUINTET WILLIAM BOLCOM

2000
I. Sonata Movement (2000)
Very Slow (J =c¢. 36) agitato
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Viola PIANO QUINTET WILLIAM BOLCOM

I. Sonata Movement (2000)
Very Slow (4 = ¢. 36) agitato
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Violoncello

PIANO QUINTET WILLIAM BOLCOM
2000
I. Sonata Movement (2000)
Very Slow (J =¢. 36) agitato
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